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RESPONSE 



Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner For Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



SENT VIA EXPRESS MAIL 



Express Mail No.: EV 48571 1340 US 



This is in response to the Office Action mailed on April 20, 2005, in which claims 1 -26 
were indicated to be subject to a restriction requirement. Specifically, the Examiner requires restriction 
between either Invention I (claims 1 -24, drawn to a magnetic sensor, classified in class 360, subclass 
324.2) or Invention II (claims 25 and 26, drawn to a method for narrowing an electrical dimension of a 
magnetic sensor, classified in class 29, subclass 603 . 1 ). The applicants hereby elects Invention I (claims 
1-24) for examination on the merits. 

The Examiner also requires an election of a single disclosed species for prosecution 
between Species 1 (FIGS. 1 a and lb), Species 2 (FIG. 2a), Species 3 (FIG. 2b), Species 4 (FIG. 2c), 
Species 5 (FIG. 5a), and Species 6 (FIG. 5b). The Applicants hereby elect Species 1 (FIG. 1 a and 1 b) 
for prosecution on the merits. Claims 1-17 and 24 are readable directly on Species 1 . Dependent claims 
1 8-2 1 are readable on Species 2 and 3 , and dependent claims 22 and 23 are readable on Species 4 . The 
Applicants believe that Species 1 is actually generic to Species 2-4, since "[t]he MR stacks shown in FIGS. 
2a, 2b, and 2c are exemplary architectures for MR stack 12 of FIG. la and MR stack 32 of FIG. lb" 
(Page 9, lines 20-22). Because Species 1 is generic to Species 2-4, the claims drawn to the various MR 
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stack configurations in Species 2-4 are encompassed within Species 1 (FIGS. 1 a and 1 b). Thus, claims 
1-24 should be examined as a part of elected Species 1 (FIGS, la and lb). 

The Examiner further stated that no claims are currently generic to all species. Applicants 
believe, however, that claims 1,2,8,11, and 1 2 are all generic and read on each of the species referred 
to by the Examiner. Consideration and allowance of the instant application are respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
KINNEY & LANGE, P.A. 



Date: 





David R. Fairbairn, Reg. No. 26,047 
THE KINNEY & LANGE BUILDING 
312 South Third Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55415-1002 
Telephone: (612)339-1863 
Fax: (612)339-6580 



DRF/PGK:hlw 



